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that which you recite in Scripture: ‘So the victory that day was 
turned into mourning for all the people; for the people heard that 
day, the king is grieving for his son’ (2 Sam. 19:2).” 


Samuel said, “[With regard to the Sabbath, a mourner’s] uncovering 
the head, turning of the tear of the garment, and setting the bed right- 
side up are obligatory, while putting on sandals, having sexual 
relations, and washing of hands are optional.” 


A disciple of Samuel had sexual relations [on the Sabbath during a 
bereavement]. Samuel heard about it and was angry at him, and he 
died. 


[Explaining his attitude and its consequences,] Samuel] said, “That 
statement [that sexual relations are optional and may then be carried 
out on the Sabbath, while on the weekdays a mourner is prohibited 
from doing so] was stated for the purposes of legal theory, but surely 
not for the purposes of actual practice!” 


[D] Rab said, “[On the Sabbath] turning of the tear of the garment and 
setting the bed right-side up are obligatory, while uncovering the 
head and putting on sandals are optional.” 


[E] The two sons of Rab went out [on the Sabbath during 
bereavement], one with his head uncovered but without sandals, 
and one with his head covered but wearing sandals. 


[F] R. Jonah went up to R. Gurion. He went out to him wearing 
sandals. He said to him, “What are you thinking? That we shall 
derive a precedent from your behavior? A precedent surely 
does not derive from the action of such an unimportant 
person.” 


As to the prohibition of reading in the Torah during mourning: 


Said R. Yohanan, “‘And they sat with him on the ground seven days 
and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that 
his suffering was very great’ (Job 2:13). And no one speaking a word 
to him means, even a word of Torah.” 


Said to him R. Simeon b. Lagish, “The very essence of the matter 
demands this conclusion: Had he repeated [Mishnah traditions] he 
would not have died!” 


[D] What is the upshot of the matter? 


[E] It is in accord with that which R. Judah bar Pazzi said in the name 
of R. Yohanan, “That [prohibition (at Job 2:13) of speaking] 


